
 

Program UrbanA Arena event 28-29 november 2019 
Program day 1, 28 november 
Location: Verhalenhuis Belvedere. Address: Rechthuislaan 1, 3072 LB Rotterdam. 
 

09.00-09.30 Walk in with coffee and tea 
09.30-09.50 Opening presentation: welcome to UrbanA and the first Arena event #1 
09.50-10.15 Ice breaker/get to know each other 
10.15-12.30 Round table of approaches 

In the first half year of the UrbanA project we mapped a broad variety of approaches to 
sustainable and just cities. During the round table session we will present some of these 
approaches and deepen our understanding of these approaches together with you.  

12.30-14.00 Lunch  
14.00-14.15 Plenary Energizer 
14.15-15.45 Parallel sessions 

In three different parallel session we dive deeper into the topics of Justice and Sustainability and 
how we can work on these topics. You can join one of these sessions.  

 Parallel session 1: Learning across contexts for sustainable and just cities 
The aim is to initiate a discussion on how knowledge about solutions, such as policies or 
initiatives, for sustainable and just cities are shared across urban contexts. We would like 
participants to think about how their work involves learning from experiences made in other 
jurisdictions or policy fields. In particular, we would like to identify a) common forms/channels 
of knowledge transfer and b) different elements that are important to communicate for an 
effective transfer of knowledge. 

 
 
 

Parallel session 2: The transformative potential of approaches 
In UrbanA we are particularly interested in approaches to just and sustainable cities that have a 
transformative potential. This is relevant, because without such a transformative dimension, 
approaches run the risk of reproducing or even aggravating the unsustainability and injustice 
that they meant to challenge in the first place. Building on transition theory and transformative 
social innovation research, we conceptualize transformative change as a process of challenging, 
altering and/or replacing dominant structures, cultures and practices in a social context. In 
UrbanA, this is the urban context. In this session we will explore the extent to which specific 
approaches (can) challenge, alter and/or replace those dominant structures, cultures and 
practices in the urban context that are causing and reproducing unsustainability and injustice. 
We invite participants to bring in their own examples. 

 
 

 

Parallel session 3: What to do with a Patch of Empty Land - Putting Participatory Approaches 
Into Action 
We are elected council members of a local government in a working class neighborhood which is 
showing its first signs of gentrification. There’s an election coming up, and we’re from the same 
political party as the central government. Accordingly, some central funds have been thrown 
our way to do something ‘noticeable’ in the next year. There’s a patch of state land where a 
condemned building was demolished. After attending an UrbanA event we want to do 
something to promote sustainable and just cities. Our task in this session is to: 1) identify the 
goals of participatory approaches and 2) design the best possible participatory process for our 
patch of land 

15.45-16.30 Break 
16.30-17.30 Plenary wrap up and check out 
19.00-22.00 Dinner (to be confirmed and self funded) 



 

 
Program day 2, 29 november 
Location: Verhalenhuis Belvedere. Address: Rechthuislaan 1, 3072 LB Rotterdam. 
Lunch at Zaak.Acht (across Verhalenhuis Belvedere, we will walk there together). Address: Veerlaan 19D, 3072 AN 
Rotterdam. 
 

In Belvedere 
Address: 
Rechthuislaan 1, 
3072 LB 
Rotterdam. 

08.30-09.00 Walk in with coffee and tea 
09.00-09.15 Check-in 
09.15-11.15 Open Space  

All participants are invited to propose a question/challenge they would like 
to discuss. Using the open space methodology an ‘agenda’ will be made of 
the topics that will be discussed in break out groups. Everyone is invited to 
join a break out group or walk around between the groups. 
 

11.15-11.45 Coffee Break (Walk together to Zaak 8) 
In Zaak 8, 
Address: 
Veerlaan 19D, 
3072 AN 
Rotterdam (we 
will walk there 
together) 

11.45-13.00 Wrap up session and looking forward to arena #2   
We’ll reflect together on the insights of this first Arena event and what will 
be/needs to be addressed in the second Arena event.  

13.00-14.00 Lunch 
14.00-16.30 Field visits (optional) 

In the afternoon we can see some approaches in practice. You can join one 
of these optional field visits in Rotterdam. 

· Community enterprise Wijkpaleis (to be confirmed) 
· Urban Garden Creatief Beheer (to be confirmed) 
· Social enterprise Hotspot Hutspot (to be confirmed) 
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