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Speakers



How are health and 
environmental inequalities 

manifested during the Covid-19 
pandemic? Emergent questions 

around urban justice. 

LIVING, WORKING AND URBAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS



Environmental (in)justice





https://aspb.shinyapps.io/COVID19_BCN/

Age standardized incidence per 100,000 
people as of May 11, 2020 of Covid-19

https://aspb.shinyapps.io/COVID19_BCN/
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https://www.mascontext.com/observations/geographies-of-the-lockdown-in-barcelona-mapping-the-city-from-home/
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https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52219070

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52219070


Institutional Risk for Residents and Workers



Environmental and Social Conditions



Environmental Risk Factors: Air Pollution

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969720321215#f0005

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969720321215


Working Conditions and Risk Factors



Sheltering in place is impossible 
when you don’t have a home or 

you are an essential worker  



Lasting Impacts: Increasing Inequality

As of May 11, 2020….



How does COVID-19 redefine 
and force us to rethink 

urban infrastructure need, 
use, and related social 

inequalities?

HOUSING, PUBLIC SPACE, TRANSIT 



01

COVID-19 
& housing 

injustice



01

Overcrowding and unsafe 
housing conditions are the 

problem, not density



EAST BOSTONCHELSEA
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COVID-19 
& transit 
injustice



Crowded transit systems facilitate 
infection but are essential to 
maintain core service for all 



COVID-19 might serve as political 
opportunity for conservatives to cut 

much needed transit funding
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COVID-19 
& public 

space 
injustice



CITIES ONLY HAVE LITTLE TIME TO 
RETHINK THE USE OF STREETS AS 
PUBLIC SPACES BEFORE THE CAR 

LOBBY STRIKES BACK



CITIES MUST RETHINK WHAT 
SAFETY IN PUBLIC SPACE MEANS 
AND WHO HAS THE RIGHT TO IT



CITIES MUST CONSIDER WHO 
WILL BE ABLE TO ENJOY PUBLIC 

SPACES POST COVID



What can be radical, 
progressive alternatives for 

planning and rethinking 
urban infrastructure post-

COVID?

HOUSING, PUBLIC SPACE, TRANSIT 
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COVID-19 
& housing 

justice



• Moratorium/relief on 
rents, mortgages and 
evictions for vulnerable 
groups

• Greater 
decommodification of 
housing + minimal 
guaranteed income

• Critical investments in 
housing infrastructure

• Conversion of short-
term to long-term 
rentals



01

COVID-19 
& transit 

justice



• Street conversion for 
sustainable mobility

• Sidewalk extension

• New bike lanes, but for 
whom?

• More funded, secure, and 
affordable public transit 
systems



Public transit ridership in global metros has dropped by more than 80% since 
early January.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/04/01/transit-data-economy/
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COVID-19 
& public 

space 
justice



• Numerous strategic 
superblocks

• Small, networked green 
spaces

• Developing unused 
spaces + large green 
spaces

• Political battles over who 
has the right to which use 
and how to control use

• Green urbanism should be 
feminist & emancipatory 
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Covid-19 is an 
additional 
urban 
environmental 
justice stressor

We need to use 
it as a game 
changer for 
greener & 
accessible 
urban 
infrastructure 
for all



Just and 
sustainable cities 

in the context of a 
changing climate

COMMON DRIVERS & INTERDEPENDENCIES: 
FOOD SYSTEMS, ECOSYSTEMS, PUBLIC SYSTEMS 
& CARE ECONOMIES



A PARADOX

“Human 
society is in a 
race not just 
against 
pathogens
but also 
against 
itself”.

(Pueyo 2020).



FOOD SYSTEMS & ECOSYSTEMS

“COVID-19 is a 
wakeup call for 
food systems 
that must be 
heeded” 

[IPED, 2020]

Cities and city 
planners have a 
role to play in 
this.



POLLUTION, EMISSIONS, CLIMATE

Accessible open 
public spaces for 
pedestrians and 
sustainable 
mobility where 
they are mostly 
needed,

will benefit public 
health and 
contribute to 
climate change 
mitigation.



ECONOMY AND THE URBAN 
IMAGINARY

What kind of 
economy for 
sustainability in 
cities and what 
is our  yardstick 
of justice in this 
context both 
locally and 
globally?



ECONOMY AND THE URBAN 
IMAGINARY

Or you can 
just write a 
full 
paragraph. 
in all UrbanA
communicati
ons.



ECONOMY AND THE URBAN 
IMAGINARY

“Profitability is an 
intolerable yardstick 
when it comes to our 
health and our life on 
this planet”

How can we 
support existing 
initiatives based 
on solidarity and 
care and which 
recognize and 
strengthen both 
social and 
ecological 
reproduction? 



Thank you!


