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FOOD ACCESSIBILITY IN THE CURRENT CRISIS

THIS IS ALSO
ANOTHER OPTION
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A FEW WORDS ABOUT ME
Marcelline Bonneau
(Resilia Solutions, Brussels)
URBACT Programme Expert
UIA Expert: TAST’in FIVES
(Lille) and Circular South
(Antwerp)
UrbanA Fellow
Projects in Brussels:
• Good food Strategy
• Anti food waste trainings
• Foodwaste measurement
and solutioning tool
• Support to NGOs collecting
food surplus
• Provision of tap water in
restaurants
• Anti Food waste Chroniques
on the radio
• Reducing packaging in
shops
• Logistics of short food
supply chains
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FOOD ACCESS :
SOME FIGURES

In 2018
• 110 million people at
risk of poverty or
social exclusion;
• 36 million people not
able to afford a
quality meal every
second day
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FOOD ACCESS AND COVID-19:
SOME MAIN ISSUES
The reality:
• Decreased revenues
• Lack of available (cheap) food
• Increased prices
• Difficulties to go out shopping
• Gender bias
The available support:
• Pressure on food aid systems
• Competition for food surplus
• Closure of school canteens (affecting
320 million children worldwide)
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How have cities
supported those in
need of food during
the crisis?
How have cities
reorganised
traditional food aid
systems, such as
funded meals in
canteens or regular
food distributions?
How can food more

“The idea behind
all the initiatives is
not to leave
anybody behind
during the Covid 19
crisis”
Albert Garcia
Macian, City of
Mollet de Valles,
06
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BOTTOM-UP NETWORK FOR FOOD DELIVERY
ATHENIOU, Cyprus (6,500)
URBACT Volunteering cities
Home delivery networks
“We had taken the advantage of
the existing pandemic situation
to invite again people and
companies interested to bring in
their support. We saw that there
was a great willingness from
firms but also from individuals,
even students in Universities.”
“The spirit of help and
volunteerism is something that
gives extra power to people in
charge, who want to help people
in need. In these situations,
where people suffer more than
before, if you ask you get. ”

07Kyriacos Kareklas, Mayor of

Atheniou
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MEETING THE NEEDS OF VULNERABLE CHILDREN
MOLLET DE VALLES, Spain
(52,000)
Former URBACT Agri-URBAN
Benefit card
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“The number 1 priority is to
take care of families with fewer
resources. It is important to take
into account that on 8 May 2020,
our city Council hold a online
plenary session attended by all
political parties (government and
opposition) they approved 1.5
million euros to face the social
crisis that Covid 19 is creating in
our city. Many actor will benefit
from this money such as local
retailers, etc but this money
targets families with fewer
resources as well and for
example, this money will help our
social services to incorporate
more families in the "credit cards"
solution.”
Albert Garcia Macian, City officer
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NEW TYPES OF FOOD AID DISTRIBUTION
MILAN, Italy (1.3 million)
URBACT Food Policy Good
Practice
Dispositivo aiuto alimentare
“Therefore, this action has not only
improved access, but also quality of
the food aid.”
“An effective local food policy helps
overcoming situations of crisis like
the one we have all been facing
since the end of February. The
network built on other issues such
as food waste and school canteens
has helped in the identification of
successful actions to ensure access
to food for many vulnerable groups
during the lockdown.”
Andrea Magarini, Milan Food
Policy Coordinator
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FOOD SOVEREIGNTY TO SUPPORT THOSE IN NEED
MOUANS-SARTOUX, France
(10,000)
URBACT BioCanteens
Policy anchored food solidarity
“This crisis will probably have a
terrible social and economic
impact, access of the most
vulnerable ones to quality food is
more than ever a priority.”
“In some territories, the crisis is
food-related before being
sanitary. It is also necessary to act
structurally in the longer-term,
notably re the current climate
crisis, because the ecological –
and thus food-related – transition
cannot happen without social
justice and in particular the
support to the most vulnerable
ones.”
Thibaud Lalanne, BioCanteens
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HOW CAN FOOD-RELATED ACTIVITIES
LEVERAGE URBAN POVERTY?
Lille, France
UIA TAST’in FIVES
Food as an entry point
against poverty
“The initial ambitions of the
project were to create a
systemic model to fight
against urban poverty: social
and economic inclusion,
health and education,
empowerment. Concretely,
we can say that the
experimentation phase
being finished, most of the
partners would like to
further collaborate in the
future Common Kitchen in
synergies to support
residents in the
neighbourhood around food
activities!”
Antoine Plane,
TAST’in FIVES coordinator
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(work in progress)
HOW CAN FOOD-RELATED ACTIVITIES LEVERAGE URBAN POVERTY?WHAT HAVE BEEN THE IMPACTS OF TAST’IN FIVES ON THE INHABITANTS
OF FIVES AND THE PARTNERS OF THE PROJECT?

WHO FOR?
Homeless
people
Precarious
public

WHAT?

Migrants
Urban
farming

BY WHOM?

People far from labour
market
Neighbourhood
residents

Job seekers

Entrepreneurs
Cooking
workshops

Local pupils
Food
distribution

Food events

Maison de
l’Emploi

CCAS

Les Rencontres
Audiovisuelles

Yncréa Hauts-deFrance

Sauvegarde du
Nord

Secours Populaire
Français

Baluchon

Les Sens du Goût

La Cloche

Video-making

Job search

Skills development

WHAT IMPACT?

Pleasure

A new
everyday life

Interest
Socialising

Self-esteem
Valorisation
Empowerment
Independence
Confidence

Being together
Cultural
exchange
French
language
Jobs

Health
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Job seach

Distance from
daily issues
Solutions
Basic food
needs

Conviviality and trust

New ways New
of working
methodologies

Enabling
framework

Neutral and informal
space

Family budget
Skills

Collaborations

Synergies

Inspiration

MAIN LEARNINGS FROM THE CRISIS

Innovati
ng

Available budgets

Solidarity - health – food poverty
Autonomy and
territoriality
Farm to fork strategy
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“It is at local level that we
need to act now. State
centralism does not provide
us with the quick and
efficient answers we need.
Within these first two
months of crisis, admin
burden has disappeared as
we have had to quickly
react and adjust ourselves.
This is even more a reality
that current crisis can also
show what could happen
with climate change and a
vaccine will not solve it…”
14 Pérole, Elected
Gilles
representative, Mouans-
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ADDITIONAL REFERENCES
Statements
• COVID-19 and the crisis in food systems:Symptoms, causes, and potential
solutions (IPES-Food, April 2020)
• Urban food systems and COVID-19:The role of cities and local governments in
responding to the emergency
Articles
• Covid-19: a springboard for more food solidarity?
• Social Innovation and Food Provisioning during Covid-19: The Case of Urban–Rural
Initiatives in the Province of Naples
• Food charity: Solidarity, vulnerability and the impact of COVID-19
• La crise du Covid-19 met en lumière la nécessaire remise en cause de l’aide
alimentaire
Videos
• Milan Pact Talk - Covid19 Food Aid Systems - Sao Paulo, Milan, Barcelona,
Washington DC
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• June 2020 Food Thinkers: Claire Thompson

ank you very much for your attention!
marcelline@resilia-solutions.eu

